
A beginner piano method
with coloured alphabet
and pre-staff reading.

by John KellerThe Keyboard Express™
© John F Keller, 2009

The Middle Alphabet

.



smallsmall smallbig big bigbig
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Bottoms, Middles, Tops

Bot    - tom        notes,                  in      their   place.   Bot   - tom    line,                 bot   - tom   space.

Mid    - dle        notes                  al   - so       go              Space   a   - bove    and       line     be  - low.

Tops,                   tops,                   space    and    line.                One    note’s   yours    and       one   note’s   mine.

bottom               middle              top



Fs and Bs 



Reach Across

Low hand’s turn,        Watch the stems to see whose turn.      Lots of fun to play and learn. 

Reach across to group of two. Something for your thumb to do. High hand’s turn, 
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Can You Find E F?

E F

1

Of     the     tre - ble     clef.                Bot - tom    line,       Top    line,      Top   space,   Bot - tom   space. 

Can  you   find     E       F?              Dou - ble    keys   E       F.             They  are     at      the ed   - ges

Here    is       tre  - ble     clef,    from       E         F       to          E   F.



Bottom Pair Then Double Keys

double 
keys

bottom 
pair

Bot-tom pair  then dou-ble keys,     Line and space, line and space.     In   the  tre - ble where are these,  Low-est place, se-cond place.

Space to space or   line   to   line,    Skip one white key ev-ery time.     G    and    A,    E    and    F,     Learn-ing notes  in  tre - ble   clef.



Singles and Doubles 



Doubles Race
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My timings:

ird

rog



Which are Spaces?

Which are spaces, which are lines, When we’re in Express Stave?

Three Express Staves, all the same.   Each an alphabet stave!



This Side, That Side

low 

hand

3
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This side, that side, same or diff’ - rent,           Stay on side or skip a - cross.
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This side, that side, same or diff’ - rent,       Get it right and dont get lost.



Invisible Lines
In - vi - si - ble  lines,                               In - vi - si - ble  lines,

Al - though  you  can’t  see  them,     they’re  there  all  the  time. 

So  turn  on  the  lines,                        for  B  and  for  F, 

And  turn  this  low  stave,                     in - to  this  bass clef!
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Lower Alphabet
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Next To This D-line

middles tops

D-line

3

Next  to    this      D    line  theres  mid - dles  and    tops,     Space notes touch D    line   but   line notes  do     not.

D-line

3

D     line    is     diff - ’rent  when  down  in    the    bass.         Right  in   the  mid - dle,   the    lo - gi  - cal     place.



On Top Of This Link Line

On top of this Link Line there’s A and there’s B, And un-der this D-line it has to be C.

low
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nd

low
 

ha
nd On top of this Bass-ment are Ants on the ground, And middle-C-cat kicks a Ball all a-round.



Left, Right, Hold Tight

hi
gh

 

ha
nd

lo
w

 
ha

nd



Top Big

Top    big,  mid - dle   big,       bot - tom   big,           but       top     and     bot - tom     of        small,   that’s    all.

O   - ver      lines    and        un   - der       lines,             Down  these     keys     we     fall,      full       stop.



Touching Link Line

Touching Link Line, Touching D line. There is one note in between.
hi
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Notes are either space or line with some on lines that can’t be seen.
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Near These 3 Extras
Extras are big notes so what size are these?

Near these three extras are four natural keys.
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Which are the naturals that no lines can touch?

Which are the naturals that links love so much?

1



Two Note Chord

high hand

low
hand

Play up at first, 
then together.



Kindergarten Frogs

They get    put     out - side        if   they  do  not  know,      Where  in    the  al - pha - bet       all      let - ters   go.

#

b
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low
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In   the  frogs al - pha-bet,    down    in   the   base-ment,     Kin-der - gar-ten    frogs  are   prac - ti - cing place-ment.



At the End of the Alphabet
At     the       end       of      the     nat   - ural           al   - pha   - bet,        it’s           G,       yes        G,       that’s

what         I        said.       At       the         end      of      the       day,    when   you       go         to       bed,      re    -

mem   - ber        the       end         is              G,         not          Z.



What is My Position?

What     is       my     po   - si   - tion        in     the     al  - pha  - bet?             Some - times  I       re   - mem  - ber. 

Some  - times   I       for  - get.                  Am      I     near     the  start      or           am     I      near     the     end? 

Tell     me     my      po   - si   - tion,            and      I’ll     be     your   friend.



ABC and EFG

al  - pha  - bet       is          let  - ters     G      F          E.                   Se - ven    let  - ters        all       in      place. 

Bot  - tom    half     of       al  - pha  - bet      is          let  - ters     A        B         C.                Top     half    of    this

Some    on   lines  and       some   in    space.    Feel  your way    and      play    this    ba  - sic       al  - pha - bet    for       me.
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Four Small Naturals

hi
gh
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w

Touch - ing     link      or        moved  a  - way,            Next      to     three   black     keys   they play.  
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Four  small  nat  - ‘rals       here   they    go.             Two     a   - bove    line,       two      be  - low.
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Below the Middle

Be   - low           the     mid - dle,   a  - bove        the     mid - dle, where e  - ver   we      are,    which     let  - ter   is    that?   

Up      at     the      top,          or        se - cond  from    top,           we    know where we     are      in   the       al    - pha  - bet.
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The Elephant Watch for skips from line to line.

Hey                  ho,                 Hey   - dy   - ho,        The        great      big       el  - e  - phant        is        so        slow,      He

5                                               

swings   his        trunk    from      side       to        side as      he        takes       the      lit   - tle    kids       for        a          ride.            



Eenie Meenie

Eenie meenie miney mo, Catch a tiger by the toe.
If he squeels then let him go, Eenie meenie miney mo.

high 
hand

4

low 
hand

4



The Halloween Monster

The Halloween Monster has big scary eyes.                       Its best if you keep right away (away).

Coz if you get close you might get a surprise.                  Lets creep in close today! (surprise!)



Centre Line 1

low 
hand

4
Try  to  reach  that  cen  - tre  line,                      Clos  - er  to  your  goal  each  time. 

When  you  reach  it,  that’s  real  great,                     Ev  - ‘ry  - one  will  cel  - e  - brate.
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Centre Line 2
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Try  to  reach  that cen  - tre  line,                      Did - n’t  quite  suc - ceed  this  time. 

Now  you’ve  reached  it,  that’s  real  great,                 Ev  - ‘ry  - one  will  cel  - e  - brate.



Thumb Under

2

Extra below,         natural above,         extra below,        natural above,         extra below,           natural above.

1

1
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Extra above,         natural below,          extra above,       natural below,          extra above,        downward we go.



Play Inside
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When it rains we play inside, play inside, play inside.

When it rains we stay inside, till the sun comes out.
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Bot   - tom  pair        in tre    - ble       clef. Edge    line      E       and         First    space     F.

Dou   - ble      keys       in              se   - cond     place.                 Se  - cond     line     and         se   - cond    space.

Mid    - dle       pair       so          much      in         love.  Mid    - dle      line      and        space     a    - bove.

Bottoms, Doubles, Middles

bottoms middles             topsdouble 
keys



Treble Lines

1
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high 
hand

When you play from line to line, 

1
3

5

3 5

Skip one finger every time.

Treble clef is on the right. Treble lines all point to white.
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Jupiter

3                                               

4                                               

This      is       the         pla  - net      in         our    so   - lar        sys - tem   which      has     an       im   - mense   gra  - vi -

ta  - tion  - al           pull.                         Ju   - pi   - ter,       grea - test      of           all.



Lucky Dip

Lucky dip, lucky dip

Put your hand in, take your pick.

1 
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Which prize will you win this time? Space or line.
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Black or white, 



Mr Boogie Woogie

hi
gh
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nd3

Mister Boogie Woogie What do you play? Mister Boogie Woogie

What do you say? Play a boogie tune today! ... two   three  four.
Hoo-ray! 

(swing feel)



Reach Across

Reach across and touch that line.         Did not stretch enough that time.          Notes are close or moved away.       Play these notes by feel today.

low 

hand

5

high 
hand

3



Double Space Notes

Next to Link line, Double space notes, Space above and space below.

Next to Link line, only place two natural space notes in a row.

hig
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D  line,    top   pair,         D     line,  mid-dle   pair.     High-est   pair,  mid-dle   pair,    Line  and  space.

D-line, Top Pair

D line, top space,            D line, middle space,             Top line, middle line,              all in place.

3

middle pair top pair

D-line



Stay On Line Notes

Play next door then stay on line notes. Start next door then just play lines.

Next door fingers then just skip one. Practice this one million times!
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Bottom Pair and Double Keys

Bot - tom    pair    and        dou  - ble     keys,        Space  and   line,         space   and   line.          Bot  - tom   pair   and 

un  - der  - neath.         D   - line    climb,         down    this     time.         How    are    you,      I’m         feel  - ing      fine.



Notes Not Touching

This is what some people say, They had lines that washed away.

Notes   not    touch - ing,       float - ing    free, Al  - ways   next       to      groups    of       three.



Inside the Cave

Hold on to railing when inside this cave.

Only let go if you feel very brave
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Small Notes and Large Notes

Small notes are fours plus twos.  Large notes are threes plus threes. Playing the black and white blues, yeah. 
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Middle Pair, and the Tops

Bottom pair                   middle pair            top pair   

Mid-dle     pair,     and the   tops.     Mid-dle    pair and     top    line.     Mid-dle     pair,   and the   tops.     Mid-dle    pair and    top   space.

Ea - sy   play,     ea - sy     play.      Ea - sy      ea - sy     play    play ...

2
4



Next Door, Skip One

Next door, skip one, Next door, skip one, Next door, skip one, Play next door.
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Next door, skip one, Next door, skip one, Next door, skip one, Skip one more.



D-line in the Treble Clef

D  - line       in      this       tre  - ble      clef,            Where    is       D  - line’s    place?

3

Tre  - ble       D  - line,        4th    line       up,              Diff  - ‘rent     from     the      bass.
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At the Top of Treble Clef

1                                               

3

4                                               

3

3 1 2

Practise each hand separately at first.

At the top of treble clef, On the lines we play. 

Spaces next. They’re the best. Having fun each day.



low
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hig
h ha
nd Play a Chord

Play a chord, play a chord, Notes together make a chord.

Left hand chord, left hand chord, Play a chord staccato!



Poppa Joes
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Here I sit at Poppa Joe’s

D

Eating icecream nicely froze.

Choc’late flavoured, down it goes,

Oops, I got some on my nose

low
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The Sad Tale of Twins
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The sad tale of twins, I’ll tell you a - bout.

One twin got in, but one got locked out.

He cried and he cried, but no - one would care,

Left out in the cold, Do you think that’s fair?

1
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Which Character is That?

Put  the  mid-dle  notes  be-tween the    tre - ble  and  the  bass.     Turn them in - to  cha - rac - ters  and   help them find their place. 

Whe-ther  it’s    a    line  or  space,   Can  you  re - cog -nise  the face? Say which cha-rac - ter    is    that,  Girl  or  Ant,    Duck or Cat.

3                                               

4                                               
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This Pair

This    pair      are      the         mid - dles,                and       this     pair     are      the  tops,                            And

Sin   - gle      likes     to         min  - gle,                 un    - til        the      mu  - sic      stops.



Frogs Party

The         frogs    had     a             par    - ty,                      Down        in         the        bass.                They         got       in   - to

trou  - ble    for     trash  - ing     the   place.          They    mixed   up     the    notes   be  - tween   line    notes     and       space.

double                      single                     double

Bottom

Middle

Top

low hand



Keep Out Of Trouble

Bot - toms   and         sec  - onds,               top     keys   and        mid  - dle,                 Bot - toms   and        mid  - dles,

D      down    to          dou  - ble.                Line    notes   and       space   notes,  Keep   out       of       trou - ble!



Only Two Notes Left

They’re on lines that we just can’t see. Vanishing line notes F and B.

Now there are only two notes left. What kind of notes are B and F?

1

4
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Tops Of Groups

Tops of groups of extra keys.              Top of twos and top of threes.           Top of link line, top of D.                Right side of each group of keys

high 
hand

4

low 

hand
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Turkey in the Straw
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Somersaulting

Play  - ing   leap - frog        o   - ver      thumb,        Duck   your   head,            Here   I     come.

low 
hand

high 
hand

1
3

4

1
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Som - er - saul - ting         on   these    keys,            O   - ver      twos,             O  - ver  threes.   

Fold finger 3 
over thumb.   



On the Floor of the Middle House

On   the        floor     of     the      mid - dle   house    there’s  a      red     ball.     On   the      floor     of     the    mid - dle   house     pur  - ple   ants crawl.

And    the     duck   likes    to    hide    un  - der - neath the    tre  - ble    clef.    And    the     mid - dle notes  are  shared  be - tween  the    right     and the   left.

2                                               
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Bottom Pair Then Double Keys

Bottom pair then double keys,                                   Second line and space, (space).

Under middles double keys,                                      They’re in second place, (place).

bottom pair                   middle pair            top pair   double 
keys



Down in the Basement

Down      in    the   base - ment,    search - ing,  search - ing.  Search - ing  for     the    let - ters      of     the    al  - pha  - bet.

Look - ing   for   their  pla - ces,      in    the  lines and    spa - ces.    Out   of     se - ven  let - ters,    which ones did   you   get?

4                                               

1                                               



House and Basement

In    this     house, there’s a     stair  - case    lead  - ing     down     to      a        base - ment    built   deep      un  - der - ground.

There are  shelves down  there    where     you     can      get a   - ny       let  - ter     you    want    in    the      al   - pha  - bet.
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Break Away Blues

Don’t be timid, don’t be timid, 
Time to move away from home.

Time to let go, time to let go, 
Time to break out on your own.

Not a baby any more, 
Time to break away (yeah!)

1



Single In the Middle

Single  in  the  middle  down  to  doubles  at  the  bottom.    Inside group of threes,            Then this pair of keys. 

hi
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Doubles  at  the  top  go  down  to  centre  spot.              When will we stop?                  Not till we drop!
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Little Children

hi
gh

 
ha

nd
Little children stay at home, always stay at home,

lo
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But when they get older,                   they begin to roam, they 

might begin to roam,        So then we bring them home,        Yes then we bring them home,         We always bring them        home.

1
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Rescue Helicopter

Rescue helicopter, for saving lives at sea. I’d

like to thank the pilot who came to rescue me.
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Hold Keys Down
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Hold keys down, while you wait. Don’t let those keys escape.

Touch them first, then you play. Slowly, slowly, that’s the way.
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Aeroplane

In my aeroplane I fly,                                          High up in the bright blue sky, 

Over land and over sea,                                         All the people wave at me.
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Link Lines

Link lines are the only lines, pointing to a black key.
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Every other line you find, just points to a white key.



Days Of Old

Days     of        old,               Days     of       old.    I’m      a     com  - po  - ser     in            days     of        old.

Wri   - ting     mu   - sic,         Wri   - ting      mu   - sic,         Mak - ing     up      pie  - ces     to          play.

3
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Bottoms and Seconds and ...

Bottom and ... seconds and ... middles and ... tops.            

Singles and ... doubles and ... pairs ... of socks.

bottoms seconds topsmiddles



Treble Melody

Doub - le    keys   and      mid  - dle    pair.

Keep-ing     out     of       trou  - bles.

Bot - tom    pair   and     doub  - les.        Bot  - tom  pair   and     un  - der - neath.

Pair   on      top  and      line    for      D.            Play - ing    tre  - ble      mel   - o   - dy.



Why Is the Middle?
bottom pair middle pair top pair

Why is the middle                        not exactly            right in the middle                       of the treble clef?

That is because                  Double keys below,             Single key above,                    In the treble clef.

double keys single 
key



Walking Bassline

... play it every morning too,                       I wrote this bassline                         (rest)      for you!

Heres a walking bassline tune,           I play it every afternoon,     I ...
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Notes Below Link Line
These  notes    be - low     this      link    line,                They   touch  then   they    let      go.

Then     reach     D  - line     be   - low. 

1

high 
hand

3

low 
hand

3

They    start     off   near   this      link     line,



Tightly, Lightly

hi
gh

 

ha
nd

Some touch tightly, some touch lightly, Some notes do not touch at all.

Some are extras, some are naturals, Some are big and some are small.



Some Notes

Some notes play and some notes hold and some notes play together.
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1
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Some folk like a sunny day, and some like rainy weather.
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Thumb Tricks

Thumb can stretch and thumb can reach. Thumb can tunnel underneath.
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Thumb can stretch out to the side, And creep underneath to hide.
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Chords

Chord of ex - tras, 

Can you hear which chord it is by list’ - ning care - ful - ly.

Extras Chord

Naturals Chord

Chord of nat - urals,           Chords with mel - o - dy.

1

1
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Yankee Doodle

1

1

Yankee Doodle went to town,              Riding on a pony.      Stuck a feather in his cap and called it macaroni.

LH
1



Which Note Can I See?

Which   note can    I        see?

I     see    this  note    E. I         C      D     E        C.

I      al - so    see        D.



Silent night, Holy night. All is calm, all is bright. 
Round yon virgin mother and child, 
Holy infant so tender and mild. 
Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent Night in L



Jingle Bells in J
Jingle bells jingle bells, jingle all the way.
Oh what fun it is to ride in a one horse open sleigh hey.



Top Pair and D Line

If     you  keep      try - ing    you’ll       find   that    it’s       true.           Play - ing    in        treb - le     is       ea  - sy     to         do.

Top    pair    and       D  - line    and    mid  - dles    for     you.            Bot - toms and      dou - bles and       un - der-neath     too.



Pairs of Letters

Pairs   of      let  - ters,       E     and      F.                  At      the    edge   of         tre  - ble     clef.

Bot - toms,     mid  - dles,     and    these   tops,           Pairs   of      keys, Shaped    like      socks.

3

bottoms                middles              tops



I Can Reach the Ceiling

I      can   reach   the      ceil      - ing                down             in       the       base    - ment.

1

I        can     reach  this       top    note      G,          down            in       the        bass.



Three Alphabets


